FOREST ART


Ness Creek Forest Art

Ness Creek Forest Art - art in the forest at Ness Creek – a simple concept that is beautiful in its simplicity: three-dimensional art inter-dispersed along the trails of the Ness Creek Site and throughout the festival area, accessible throughout the four seasons to all who attend events or hike, pedal, snowshoe or ski the trail system.

With financial assistance from the Saskatchewan Arts Board we will involve the many direct and indirect communities of Ness Creek, discuss the proposed Forest Art project, discern their possible participation and contribution and establish a written document detailing how to best proceed.

Our Community

It all started with the Ness Creek Cultural and Recreational Society, whose mission statement is:

The Ness Creek Cultural & Recreational Society is a not-for-profit organization that exists primarily to create an annual Festival to celebrate Music, Arts, Community and Ecology in the boreal forest.
The Ness Creek Community has a long, rich cultural history. The roots go back to the 1970’s through various cultural groups in Saskatoon and north and continue on today. In 1991 the first Ness Creek Music Festival was held. Since then, many thousands of people have attended the annual festival and a number of cultural/educational/ecological groups have used the site for their programming. 

Ness Creek’s mandate includes support for cross-cultural awareness and growth. Because of that mandate, other groups have been encouraged to make use of the Ness Creek Site. In 2007, a new cultural organization was formed to act as an umbrella group for future cultural development on the Ness Creek Site. It is called the Jack Millikin Centre, a charitable corporation named after a local elder from the Big River community. Attached as Appendix A is a brief time line of the history of cultural events at the Ness Creek Site.

The Jack Millikin Centre is a partnership of 5 organizations that use the Ness Creek Site for their cultural programming: 

The Jack Millikin Centre

The Jack Millikin Centre (JMC) is a continuation of the Strategic Planning Process the Ness Creek Society underwent in 2003. From that Process, a Feasibility Study was done. The results of the Study determined that the Ness Creek Society should not undertake further development without significant partnership engaging other organizations and that a central indoor gathering space on the Site was a general requirement before other groups would be drawn to the Site for their programming needs. In particular, an indoor space with four-season operation was seen as critical to the further evolution of the Strategic Planning Process. 

The JMC will oversee the development of the permanent visual arts complement to the current programming on the site. In that capacity, JMC has taken on the role of an umbrella organization that represents all aspects of cultural programming and activity on the site. As such, it will take the lead on the Partnership Explorations project, as it is representative of all the groups who make up the Ness Creek Community. 

The Ness Creek Site

The Ness Creek Site is the home of many well-known cultural activities.  Over the last eighteen years many visual art activities have taken place. The Prairie Sculptors Association has visited and left behind various sculptures (the ones in the playground are very near and dear to many Ness Kids!).  Ness Creek Society has commissioned a stone monolith sculpture situated overlooking the beautiful Ness Creek viewpoint. The volunteers at the Ness Creek Festival have beautified the Site with decorative painting. The Emma International Collaboration donated several pieces to the Ness Creek Site both in 2006 and 2008 and its participants have expressed an interest in a permanent collection at the Ness Creek Site.

The partnering with the Emma International Collaboration (EIC) since 2006 has led to a new vision for a lasting legacy that will honour the site, its history and its future as a significant cultural centre in the Province of Saskatchewan. The vision: a permanent outdoor gallery - Forest Art - featuring art in a natural setting, inspiring visitors with the thrill of discovering the highest level of human interaction with the natural power of the boreal forest.

The Ness Creek Site is much larger than the core festival area. It includes 320 acres of incredibly beautiful boreal forest with 16 kilometres of trails and more planned. Forest Art will be integrated with the trail system, providing site visitors and users with a visual feast as they wander the pathways in the summer or ski them in the winter. Students who visit as part of the Boreal Forest Learning Centre program will experience, through Forest Art, woodland use that transcends conventional logging. The Boreal Forest Learning Centre is also the lead on the development of an environmentally sustainable Land Use Plan for the 320 acres.  Forest Art would be the cultural equivalent to that process; in essence it would be a Cultural Land Use Plan.

Forest Art - ARTfullNESS

Forest Art will be available to all visitors and patrons of the Ness Creek site. The inaugural project to kick off Forest Art is taking place during the Ness Creek Festival in July of 2009. A small group of invited Emma artists from across North America will gather to collaboratively create a permanent installation – the project is called “ARTfullNESS”. While the collaborative design work will take place prior to the Festival, the actual construction of the art piece or pieces will take place during the Music Festival, and will be available to attendees as part of their Festival experience. This sort of “inter-art” activity is central to the on-going cultural development that the Jack Millikin Centre is hoping to realize.

We intend to hold consultations with the extended stakeholder group that the Jack Millikin Centre represents. The invited stakeholders will include, but are not limited to:

· local citizens/residents of Big River and area; 

· the Whitefish First Nation and local Métis residents; 

· Ness Creek Festival organizers and long-term members of that society,

· the cultural communities in Saskatoon who participate in the activities on the Ness Creek site including the Saskatchewan Craft Council, 

· potential artists who could contribute to Forest Art

· environmental groups (including the Boreal Forest Learning Centre) to provide expertise on how to go about the project in a sustainable manner 

· musicians and performance artists for ideas and creative ways to include an “inter-art” component to the Forest Art

· Saskatoon Core Youth Arts Program

· Prince Albert National Park

· Prairie Sculptors’ Association

· Saskatchewan Chapter of the Western Canadian Blacksmiths’ Guild

· Saskatchewan Woodworkers’ Guild

· Big River Economic Development Committee

· Other craft and art guilds

· SaskCulture

· Common Weal

· Canadian Heritage

Cultural Needs

The Ness Creek Site has been home to the Ness Creek Festival since 1991. When it began, there was no development of the site or on the site. Now, it has significant sustainable infrastructure. There is planning underway for more permanent on-site accommodation beyond the current 50-people capacity and a 3400 square-foot cultural space, the Jack Millikin Centre, a LEED-gold timber framed Centre that will provide a four-season space for all to use.  All development on the site is low impact and is intended to preserve the natural beauty of the boreal forest. Indeed, the primary reason this Site was chosen as a place for human cultural activity was its natural beauty. There is no doubt the quiet force of our woodland has touched thousands of visitors to the site. It is the magic combination of the best of nature and the best of human cultural expression that makes the site ideal for those seeking the soul-regenerative force available when the two are present. The need for this sort of experience is told over and over again by those who experience it for the first time or the fifteenth! 

The Jack Millikin Centre and the Forest Art are the next level in the horizontal growth of the cultural activity on the Ness Creek Site. If realized, the Ness Creek Site will be home to a world-class cultural centre and an outdoor gallery that could become a cultural flagship for the entire province. 

The Partnership Exploration Plan

· Goal

The goal of this plan is to develop a coherent framework for the Forest Art concept so that projects like ARTfullNESS have a direction to focus their activity. It will also give the site management, Ness Core Ventures, and the trail developers and land use planners, the Boreal Forest Learning Centre, a vision to complement and perhaps influence their activity on the site. The end result, after consultation, will be a written document detailing the go-forward plan.

· Summary

Headed by the charitable organization, Jack Millikin Centre, we will establish guidelines governing the creation and placement of three-dimensional art on the 320-acre Ness Creek Site. The many communities directly and indirectly involved and associated with Ness Creek will be contacted and consulted in the development of these guidelines.
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